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ABOUT HOME PROJECT 2025

In celebration of America's 250th Anniversary next
year, our HOME Project 2025 celebrates the past and
current contributions of the Chinese in America
through dance and music. NYCCC commissioned
artists to create new works that showcase the
different ways the Chinese have contributed to the
fabric of America over the past 250 years and how
they continue to enrich America now.

“HOME - Our Mutual Nostalgia” is a series of pieces
exploring the theme of honoring and celebrating
Chinese immigrants who embarked on their life
journeys in the United States while preserving their
cultural heritage.
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Welcome to HOME Project 2025: Our Mutual
Nostalgia. As we approach America’s 250th
anniversary, this year’s project honors the journeys of
Chinese immigrants and their ongoing contributions
to the story of America.

Through  music, dance, and interdisciplinary
performance, we reflect on what it means to leave,
arrive, and build a sense of home—across distance,
generations, and memory.

Our program includes: “Drift and Belong”, a cross-
cultural musical piece tracing the emotional arc of
migration in four movements—from homeland to
hardship, cultural fusion to hope—performed with
guzheng, erhu, and Chinese flute. “Where is Red”, a
contemporary dance work exploring Chinese
American identity through movement, reflecting on
presence, memory, and becoming. “The Unfolding
Voyage”, a multidisciplinary performance blending
music, movement, and storytelling to honor the
journeys of those who carried memories across
oceans in search of belonging.

HOME — Our Mutual Nostalgia is a celebration of
resilience, remembrance, and reimagining. Thank you
for joining us on this journey.

Warmly,

Nico Li

Director of Programs and Artistic Presentation
New York Chinese Cultural Center
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PROGRAM

(DRIFT AND BELONG | (CZEsSA5 13 E)

Performers: Wei Sun (Guzheng), Inna Lu (Erhu),
Katelyn Weng (Chinese Flute)
Music Arrangements: Wei Sun
Video Editing: Wei Sun

This 15-minute cross-cultural music piece explores
the theme of "home" in four movements: from
memories of homeland, through the struggles of
migration, to cultural clashes and integration, anc
finally, a sense of new belonging. Traditiona
Chinese instruments—the guzheng, erhu, anc
bamboo flute—interweave Eastern roots with globa
musical elements.
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The piece begins with a guzheng solo reminiscent of
childhood lullabies, as the bamboo flute and erhu
join to evoke a sense of home, with cultural motifs
like "High Mountains, Flowing Water" and "Purple
Bamboo" symbolizing ancestral memory.
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Chapter Il Journey | $8_% Journey | {IE3&

The guzheng, flute, and erhu musically depict the
hardships of migration and homesickness with
original and adapted music, evoking the sounds of
train tracks, wind, and poignant departure.
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Chapter lll Fusion | =% Fusion | &

This chapter explores the cultural clash and
conversation between Chinese and Western music.
After initial friction, they gradually find common
ground, leading to mutual understanding,.
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The music revisits the "home" theme, with a
"Jasmine Flower" motif from the guzheng
representing a new homeland and cultural
confidence. The three instruments then reunite, their
intensifying voices creating a warm, expansive
passage that expresses a shared, boundless sense
of belonging.
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WHERE IS RED
(TZ2H/E)

Choreographers & Performers: Yuxi Liu & Lu Wang
Musician: Yulu Fu
Music Arrangements: Yulu Fu, Julia Kent

“Where is Red" is a contemporary dance work
tracing the layered histories and dreams of Chinese
Americans within the broader story of this country.
Through movement, it reflects on presence and
absence, memory and becoming—searching for the
subtle hues of identity within the shifting landscape
of the American Dream.
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THE UNFOLDING VOYAGE
()

Created and performed by:
Shan Y Chuang, Fang Tseng, Timmy Ong
Music by: Timmy Ong

A performance that blends music, movement,
object theater, and storytelling to trace the
journeys of those who crossed oceans—ancestors
who built new homes, immigrants who carried
memories across borders, and travelers who
continue to search for belonging. Through sound,
body, and image, this performance reflects on
what it means to arrive, to set roots, and to
remember.
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Shan Y. Chuang (# 5k &), a talented
queer artist from Taiwan, excels in
acting, singing, dancing, and
choreography. A proud graduate of
Circle in the Square’s Musical Theater

program, Shan was awarded a City Artist Corps Grant to
create 10 Years In The Making, 10 Years Of Me. Her work
has been recognized at PhysFestNYC '25 and Prelude
Festival '23. With over a decade of performances in NYC,
Shan's work explores themes of LGBTQIA+ identity,
social justice, and self-discovery through dance. She has
collaborated with MOCA and LINKED Dance Theatre on
several immersive productions. Currently a member of
NYCCC and NYC Queer Playback Theater.

Yulu Fu is an audio technologist and
researcher focused on machine
learning, digital signal processing,
and creative software design. She
earned her Master’s in Music

Technology from New York Universitywhere she
explored how technologies can reshape the way we
create and perceive sound. Her projects span version-
control tools for complex music sessions, intelligent
assistants that automate mixing and bouncing, and
research in speech deepfake detection, generative
music, and sound event recognition. Treating audio as
both data and experience, Fu builds technologies that
expand how people listen, make, and understand sound.



Nico Li (FEE &) is a Chinese-born,
New York-based dancer,
choreographer, educator, and cultural
arts leader blending contemporary
dance with Chinese heritage and

storytelling. A SUNY Purchase BFA graduate, she has
performed worldwide and presented choreography at
venues including Jacob’s Pillow, Dixon Place, Queens
Museum, and Singapore’s Lee Foundation Theater. Nico
was a senior member of SYREN Modern Dance and
ChrisMastersDance and has participated in numerous
cross-cultural projects in the U.S. and China. In 2015, she
led a cultural exchange with Beijing’s Feng Cao Theater,
creating Mermaid in the Dead Water, which toured China
for two years. As Director of Programs and Artistic
Presentation at the New York Chinese Cultural Center,
she curates hundreds of performances and educational
programs annually, reaching over 150,000 people. She
explores identity, migration, and belonging through her
work.

Yuxi Liu (XIJIPH) is a New York-
based professional dancer and
choreographer with over fifteen years
of experience, specializing in ballet
and classical Chinese dance.

A graduate of Beijing Normal Universityand a certifiec
instructor of the American Ballet Theatre Nationa

Training Curriculum. Liu currently serves as Rehearsa
Director and Resident Artist with New York Chinese
Cultural Center. She has performed at major venues and
events including the Times Square New Year's Eve
Celebration (2017, 2022, 2024), the Metropolitan
Museum of Art (2020), the Queens Museum, and the
World Trade Center (2024).



Inna Lu ( BE = #F ) Yingna Lu, a
Shanghai Theatre Academy graduate
and acclaimed erhu soloist, gained
international recognition performing
alongside Rihanna at the Met Gala

“China: Through the Looking Glass.” She has performed
at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and the United Nations,
and serves as the erhu soloist of a rock band with
released albums. She is also a gold medal solo
competition winner.

Timmy Ong (E1#$H) is a Malaysian
actor, singer, musician, dancer, writer,
and theater artist based in NYC.
Timmy has originated leading roles
on Malaysian and US stages.

Selected credits: Lamont in "Mr. Holland's Opus: A New
Musical" (world premiere), and Procopio in "The Sacrifice
of Cassamba Becker" (Off-Broadway), for which he
earned a Best Performance In A Play nomination in the
BroadwayWorld Off-Broadway Awards. He has created
site-specific work with organizations such as Riuh,
AR.T/NY and MOCA. One-half of The Green-Eyed
Monster Project. Most recently a 2024-25 fellow of The
Performance Project at University Settlement. MFA: The
New School.



Wei Sun (#h#%), a New York—based
Guzheng virtuoso and award-winning
instructor, Dblends tradition with
innovation by fusing Chinese music

with jazz, rock, and chamber styles. A

principal artist of the Chinese Music Ensemble of New
York, she has performed at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln
Center, and the UN, pioneering the Seven-Scale
Guzheng to expand the instrument’s expressive range
and global reach

Fang Tseng (B 1£5) is a versatile
performer, director, and teaching
artist from Taiwan now based in NYC.

She's been in multiple projects
| including musicals, plays, clowning,

dances, musicvideos, and voiceovers in both Taiwan and
US. She is a member of the grant-winning performing
group ISLANDERS and one of the resident dancers at the
New York Chinese Cultural Center. Selected credits
include Mulan the Musical (Singapore tour), Starry
Memory (National tour in Taiwan), War+Lovers (Theater
Row), Islanders3 (Gibney Theater), Bliss Street (Theatre
For the New City), Drunk Shakespeare: Twelfth Night
(Boozy Bards Production), Siguete Moviendo (Jorge
Alberto’s music video), and FAMEME (Time Square).



Lu Wang is a multidisciplinary artist
from Beijing, China. She holds a dual
Master's degree from New York
University’s Tisch School of the
Artsnd Steinhardt School. Her artistic
practice extends across dance, music, visual media, and
stage design, encompassing modern and contemporary
dance, Chinese classical and ethnic dance, ballet, tap
dance, music performance and composition, video,
photography, and spatial composition for stage.
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Katelyn Weng (58 2 iX) began piano
at six and studied bamboo flute under
Mr. Xuyuyuan at eight. A member of
the Chinese Music Ensemble of New
York since 2010, she won first prize at

the China-U.S. Campus Arts Festival and performed on
CCTV. A LaGuardia Arts graduate and Doctor of
Pharmacy, she continues to share her enduring passion
for music.



Thank you to the Howard Gilman Foundation,
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs,
Council Member Chris Marte, and New York
State Council on the Arts for their support of this
program.
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PRODUCTION & MARKETING TEAM

Concept & Direction: Nico Li
Production Assistant: Timmy Ong
Lighting Design: Yung-Hung Sung
Stage Manager: Nico Li
Backstage Assistant: Kitty Kan

Executive Director: Ying Yen

Director of Operations & Finance: Janie Wong
Marketing & Programs Assistant: Jameelah Rose
Lineses

Graphic Design: Jessie Yong

Videographer: Dominick Castaldo



SUPPORT
NEW YORK CHINESE
CULTURAL CENTER

Your support and donation will enable us to continue
offering our classes, performances, workshops, and
programs, fostering the sharing of Chinese arts and
the building of cross-cultural appreciation.

To donate online:
https://www.nychineseculturalcenter.org/donate

To contribute by mail, check donations can be sent to:
New York Chinese Cultural Center

P.O. Box 612

New York, NY 10002

To learn more about our programs and events, visit
our website

www.nychineseculturalcenter.org

Follow us on social media:

We hope to see you soon!


https://www.nychineseculturalcenter.org/donate
http://www.nychineseculturalcenter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChineseCulturalCtr
https://www.facebook.com/chinesedance
https://www.instagram.com/nychineseculturalcenter
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https://www.nychineseculturalcenter.org/donate
http://www.nychineseculturalcenter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChineseCulturalCtr
https://www.facebook.com/chinesedance
https://www.instagram.com/nychineseculturalcenter

About New York Chinese Cultural Center

Founded in 1974, the New York Chinese Cultural Center (NYCCCQC),
a nonprofit cultural and educational institution, is dedicated to
deepening the understanding and appreciation of Chinese culture
through the arts in the global and local communities. NYCCC
fulfills its mission by offering professional classes, workshops, and
performances while nurturing creative and innovative new works
through artist residency programs that reflect the rich cultural
heritages and diverse communities of today.

For more information, visit www.nychineseculturalcenter.org

These programs and other NYCCC programs are supported in part,
with public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs in partnership with the city council, City Council Member Chris
Marte, New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the
Office of the Governor and the New York Siate Legislature and
Howard Gilman Foundation.
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